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the severed head of an actual person, being moreover s< much in shadow (according to my arrangement) that n< painful ghastliness of colour will be apparent, will no really possess when executed the least degree of tha repugnant reality which might naturally suggest itself a first consideration. I feel the utmost confidence in thi. myself, as the kind of French sensational horror whicl the realistic treatment of the severed head would causi is exactly the quality I should most desire to avoid. Thi subject does not exist in any completely rendered forn that I know of; but there are sufficient slight representa tions of it on vases and in wall-decoration of classic time to determine its exact treatment as including the hea< separate, not on the shield ; besides that, as you say, th latter treatment would in reality be an anachronism. Thi last point I should not so much object to, if I did no feel that -the beauty of the design would suffer greatly and the action of my group would be entirely destroyec by the substitution of a shield for the detached heac The subject is one I have fixed on for years and mud desired to carry out, and of which the treatment is a clear in my mind as if it were already done. No othe subject for a large work is so tempting to me at thi moment, and the time which has elapsed since I las saw you has enabled me to mature all my ideas respect ing its execution, and take various important step towards it. Thus nothing but the most decided im pression against it in your mind would enable me t< bear with (?) substituting another subject for this, in th picture I am to paint for you; especially as I feel s< confident of removing such impression, so far as th materials of the subject are concerned. And this at th same time I say with the strongest wish that a commissio: so liberally given should be carried out to your entir satisfaction, quite as much as to my own.
I hope, as I say, to be writing to you shortly to sho^ you some of the studies, and also some other wor completed. Meanwhile, I should be very glad of a furthes there are spirits, at the name of each, and which beats timehursday. a later date was purchased by Christina and myself.hurch; but subject difficult to me."
